IMPACT: International Journal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL)
ISSN(E): 2321-8878; ISSN(P): 2347-4564

Vol. 2, Issue 6, Jun 2014, 131-142

© Impact Journals

| A

T
==
=
=)
jC
(W)
7
=0

CHALLENGES OF HOSTAGE-TAKING AND KIDNAPPING IN THE
SOUTH EASTERN NIGERIA

PROTUS NATHAN UZORMA ! & JOHN NWANEGBO-BEN *
YUniversity of Uyo, Akwa Ibom, Nigeria

Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Imo Statégeria

ABSTRACT

Before now, hostage-taking and kidnapping haveteaisn varied forms and for varied reasons in Na&er
But they were not known to be among the businestuves Nigerians are known for. However today, thaye become a
big industry and a steady source of income for maayticularly in the South-East. The duo crimeasvthalmost in the
entire neighbourhood in this region and the adignstates. Many residents know the traders, whaeg bperate,
but watch helplessly as the culture of the areasde consider any criminal venture that yields et their citizens as
“business,” especially if the criminal operatesaineas far from home. What are the reasons behiadlltbit business?
Why and how are they flourishing in this region? Mére the perpetrators of the crime? What are #fé@cts in the

country? What is the Nigeria Police Force doinguti® These and many more form the fulcrum of thésussion.
KEYWORDS: Peculiar Crime, Kidnapping, National Agencies

INTRODUCTION

The Phenomenon of Hostage-Taking and Kidnapping

Hostage taking and Kidnapping are among the tesirgyicrimes in Nigeria. They are mostly commonhe t
southern part of the country (South-South, Soutst-lBad South-West). Practically, the duo entailduahion. Thus, it
occurs when a person is abducted and taken fronplace to another against their will, or a situatio which a person is
confined to a controlled space without the confieatrbeing from a legal authority. Consequently, tte transportation
or confinement of the person is done for an unlawtupose, such as for ransom or for the purposmoimitting another
crime, the act becomes criminal: For example, Kighirdag a bank officer’s family in order to gain &tance in robbing a
bank. Or abducting and eloping with a girl for fherpose of initializing or finalizing sexual or rigd plans against the

wish of the parents or guardian, especially an tagke

A certain degree of subtlety can be made betwestape-taking (or abduction) and kidnapping as jtliap in
daily realities in the South-Eastern Nigeria. Hgstéiaking or abduction occurs when someone uses fardeceit to take
another person away from their home or relativesifdknown reasons. The abductors do not reveal thative for taking
away the person or the child. In legal definitidhe victim knows or has some sort of relation witie abductor.
The victim can be a minor or an adult. The most mmm cases of hostage-taking are seen in divoraescagere one
parent is given the sole custody of a child, asycipological means of maltreating the other with ithpinged sense of
loss, notably in Africa and Nigeria where biolodisaccession is a perfect testimony of self-aczadilbn- Continuity of

race and name, having made it or having somethisidw one’s ancestors.
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Similarly, kidnapping can be defined as the acsaifzing and detaining or carrying away a persomutigwful
force or by fraud, and often with a demand for cemslt involves taking a person from their familyrdefully without
their consent with the motive of holding the persmna hostage and earning a profit from their fanii this regard,
kidnapping could be for a number of reasons sucgetting monetary reward, or getting some sortefdiits from the
person. It is usually done for a motive or for aggwive intentions, the most common of which is ixtg money from the
family of the victim in form of ransom for freedoand continual living. Based on these discrepanoias finds in

kidnapping, cognate terms like hostage-taking, abdn, hijacking, capturing, etc.

As peculiar crimes, hostage-taking and kidnappimgdeviant behaviours that are unique in intenééebtogy,
synaptic of analogous crimes, universal in spe@ifigas of ravage, prevalent with relative intengibych spate of ravage
may be spasmodic or regular, and creating tensiget. Hostage-taking and kidnapping are cogesatees that have
culture and metamorphoses. This crime culture’sametphosis is determined by the type of social walde-systems
operational in the society and these societal vajisgems and mechanism typify and localize the&ircumstances and
events. Thus peculiarity of crimes has implicatioms a locality, the prevailing socio-economic aitiéds in it,
the topography of the area (that the criminals teues spend time to survey and study during ciimogbation in order
to master and dominion over it), the pedigree anacture of insecurity and safety-consciousnesthefarea, as well as
human readiness to onslaught and blitz miscreantseir mist. However, crime metamorphosed stageseach state
and stage unique as a total independent entitylevd@terminately heading to its full maturity anbdsoming stage.
Crime culture is the determinant factor of crimpalpgy and peculiarities, whether the metamorphas#tre is seen as a
way of living (for the perpetrators) or way of siuimg (for the victims). The more sophisticated amdjanised it is,

the higher the typology and peculiarities become.

Ugwulebo (2011:52-53) on this phenomenology of &gsttaking and kidnapping, observed that kidnappisig
an organized crime is better noticed when a vicinglations are bringing the ransom. He cited aident in which the
wife of a victim was asked to bring the ransom tpaaticular sport in the World Bank Housing Estatea in Owerri,
Imo State. When she reached the spot, they calecid asked her some questions which she answgedwas then
directed to go to a place between Egbu and Owepital city. This she did. After another round oferrogation,
they referred her to somewhere in Mbaise (anotlbeal Government Area in Imo State). By this timeyas getting dark.
From the point agreed, they ordered her to boamb#rcycle to another point further into the hifdads and drop the
money. After she dropped the money, they told bega so that they could count the money and be isuvas complete
before releasing her husband. She was also totch#rahusband would be released at mid-night. Apxéaveloped her.
True to their promise, they released her husbana@thilele (Rivers State). Evidently, this showatthostage-taking and
kidnapping in the South-Eastern Nigeria are wefjamized and involve a web of field professionalfgening different

tasks for the achievement of their goal and forstimival of their syndicates.
Reasons and Development of the Crime in the SouthaEtern Nigeria

Several reasons have been attributed to as ttenadi behind the thriving of hostage-taking andh&japing in
the South-Eastern Nigeria. The major reasons haem:bMoral decadence, unemployment, inequitableiloligion of
developmental projects, inordinate amassment oftivaad looting of public funds by public office lders, abandonment

of the masses, poverty, unrealisable expectatiem thildren by their parents and relativescietal pressures forcing
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adults who have come of age to be independent anulteke care of the family. Others are fast means ahake quick
huge cash and wealthWhile a great number of people believe that thedre thriving because most of the people

involved wield powerful influence with which thejreumvent the law.

Hostage-taking and kidnapping in the South-Eadiégeria thrive firstly, as a result of the fast méwf moral
decadence and societal mentality on wealth andciigiisition amongst youths and adults, which resuthe worship of
money irrespective of the means of making it. Sdbgnunemployment is ascribed to as the major fadbo the
blossoming of hostage-taking and kidnapping in 8wmuth-Eastern Nigeria as it is adjudged, is a esmifloyment
opportunity wherein the clever and the unemployed find avenues of cutting their own share fromftheer affluent in

the society.

Inequitable distribution of developmental projeatsl public fundloots are other reasons while timeithrives.
The South-Southern Nigeria where hostage-takingkéathpping for ransom began in this millenniumd hlaese reasons
alleged as the rationale behind the terror of tioigenes who took to the crime of hostage-takind)lddnapping in order
to let the Federal Government know that despitefdioe the country’s wealth comes from their aréaytsuffer untold
environmental hazards and are underdeveloped, whéeother parts of the country are developed \lign money
produced in their region. The South-Eastern redjiad similar tales as well as the loot of publicdsirby public office
holders, which results to underdevelopment thatowepishes the masses. The teaming unemploymenhsoand
deprived members of the society took to the abduoatif these fellows or their family members uponowhthey drain
huge sums from the corrupt office holders and afftun their society, who are seen as those tlukt ¢atirely everything

meant for the general good of everybody.

Another reason for the crime thrive, is the crinodttre and metamorphosis. Hostage-taking and kigingpin
the South-Eastern Nigeria has come to stay not asly peculiar crime but a familiarized one. Faridation gives
orientation and assures adaptation, acquaintandehabit. These are counter-studied by the crimirBley study the
ways the society reacts at their strike, studiesmthand their activities, and thereunto arrive afe sgrounds,
after synthesizing the societal antithetical faanifiation approaches and coming out with a fresigneatic thesis for
survival and assault, whichb initio gives them advantage over the society in ravape. more studies for survival and
continuity of business that the criminals make frtma background of the victim’'s mentality when rged, the more
sophisticated, thriving and advanced their crimdtucal metamorphosis gets. This advancement of ¢hiene
metamorphosis consequently resultsyindicalism of the crime enterprise. Syndicalism in hostad@éatpand kidnapping
in the South-Eastern Nigeria allows for varied sart professionalism and interest partnership & ehterprise, which
becomes self-engagement for the jobless. Everepsainal in this sector acts as the main bossewhiactual sense they
are linkages that work together with a central gahgrein assisting each to achieve security asusyival onus and

continuity assurance.

Consequently the victims and the criminal on tlmim tries to attenuate the height the other hasnaiti or
reached and gain dominance while the other stuttiss attenuation as onslaught and projects defdacegreater
survival- The abductors here have upper hand as wwhat they do daily for sustenance. Thus, annatecycle of
self-preservation strategies arises between thageal society and the scavenging deviants. Impéyutsis tends to

characterise the weaker, which obviously is thémis.
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Studies have also revealed that one of the mapsans why hostage-taking and kidnapping thriveékerSouth-Eastern
Nigeria is that most wealthy citizens of the arad the law enforcement agencies, especially thed8lorce have some
corrupt fellows that corroborate with the criminalding them with arms, information and strategfes assault.
It is also alleged that most times, the ravagedespgives the Police basic information about criewents and criminals,
and in turn gives counter information to the criedéhnon enhanced strategies for crime policings Buggestive that these
happen because the trio of the abductors, thengctihe ravaged society) and the Police are compatf same society;
just as both the victims and the miscreants armlcabitants of same ravaged cultural community.sT lilie crime thrives

as a lucrative business as it is consistently npadsible by these social conditions.
Types of Hostage-Taking and Kidnapping

Over the ages and world-over, several forms of efiglu of humans have been recorded. Their typotogie
because of the operative models of the abductbes,aims and reasons for the abduction, the socielak-system,
mindset and zeitgeist of the event, amongst othenemous factors. However, the most universally kmaypes of

hostage-taking and kidnapping include:

Basic Kidnapping: This is the commonest type of kidnapping. It isaaaplished in most parts of the world with
minimal preparation, with relative low risk of faike. In this typology, abductors usually targetldgusinessmen or their
family members; the affluent of the society whoytltensider as being ‘well-off’, without having sigfent resources to
spend a great deal of money on security precautibms kidnapper's goal is a fast, easy payoff. Gahe the ransoms

requested are relatively easy for the victim’s fgror company to obtain.

Express Kidnapping: In this form of kidnapping, the victim is abductetien forced to withdraw their own
ransom from a bank or ATM. If all goes well, thetimn is released afterwards, generally after hatiegn relieved of all
valuables on their person (and occasionally irrttesidence). This type of kidnapping is populaniban areas, due to the
prolific ATMs. In some cases, this will developadrd standard kidnapping, with further ransom deradraf the family or
employer. In other cases, the abducted victim i@ beernight, to get around a one-day withdrawaitli The abduction of
the former Anambra State Governor, Dr Chris Ngige2004 with a political intent of him signing asignation document,

is an example of express kidnapping.

Political Kidnapping: This involves any abduction incident conductedetdort political concessions from
governments or security forces. As monetary ranisomo longer enough, it is more difficult to negd# abducted victim’s
freedom as in many cases the political concessiodemands can not be met by the involved goverhrigreby putting

the victim’s life at greater risk.

Tiger Kidnapping: This abduction model involves a hostage-takingrater to force the victim to participate in a
robbery. The robberies have become known as tighrakpings because the raiders stalk their pregtwoly their
movements before striking. The term was first udadthe United Kingdom for crime against immigrants,
(mostly illegal immigrants) from China and the MiddEast, who were kidnapped by armed gangs; who ttmeatened

their families back home with the death of theiwicif ransom would not be paid

Bride Kidnapping: This is a form of abduction for forced-marriage.idta form of cultural antic to force a

damsel to marriage. In this act, the groom-to-lam&ps his bride. In many cases the would-be cdwsenever met until

| Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sernb editor@impactjournals.us |




| Challenges of Hostage-Taking and Kidnapping in th&outh Eastern Nigeria 135 |

the day of the abduction. This way of marriage rigcpced in the Caucasus region, Central Asia, somde nations in
Africa- For instances, in Yoruba land (as Prof W8leyinka revealed in his dramBhe Lion and the Jewel) and in some
parts of the old customary Igboland. In many casespride is raped in order to convince her ty stidh her husband,
as in many traditional cultures the loss of virginis harshly judged. In some cultures a bride gii customary as

compensation by the abductor to his victim’s family

Virtual Kidnapping: This is more of a scam than an actual kidnappiie perpetrators will wait until their
target is unreachable (visiting an area with ndutal coverage, for example), then will contact theget's family or
company, claiming they have kidnapped the persah dgeamanding an immediate ransom. The target widnaally
return; unaware that anything untoward has occuribagt to the need for haste, the ransoms demaneedenerally
relatively modest. Another common technique is &l ¢he target pretending to be a cellular phonengany
representative, and ask them to turn off their ghéor a short while for a technical reason, dunmgich the virtual
kidnapping is conducted. Thus far, virtual kidnaygs are most common in Latin America, specificdltgentina, Brazil,

Colombia, and Mexico.

High Net-Worth Individual Kidnapping: This is the most cinematically popular form of kighping. Generally,
the intended target is studied for some time pgodhe actual abduction, allowing the perpetratorgather intelligence on
security procedures and personal habits. Aftervibtm has been taken, their family or employercatacted to pay
ransom for the victim’s freedom. A negotiation pges occurs in this process, as most of these imsidee perpetrated by
experienced kidnapping gangs. The victim is by lange released if ransom is paid. As high-net-wéotks become more
and more security-conscious, this type of kidnaggias been on the decline in recent years, in fagbless involved

kidnappings with smaller but easier to obtain pés/of
Effects of Hostage-Taking and Kidnapping in the Sdety

Hostage-taking and kidnapping has several effectheé society: Either to the victim and the affelcfamily,
company, relatives, etc, or to the society at larfgehich the government of the day and its segw@a@iencies are involved.

The major effects are:

» Psychological EffectsKidnapping has great psychological effects, ansl én the efficiency of the psychological
trauma that the kidnapper's intentions are realizdthese psychological effects include the torture
(and emotional or sentient experiences the victiassps through), panic of the family of the victim
(over the possible loss of life of the victim aetepathic trauma that the two separated segmenkedémily or
company feel together). It also creates tensicar, &d anxiety in the lives of the victim, compaog;workers
and family. Kidnapping traumatises both the victamd their relatives or family. Sometimes even after
release, the trauma impinges on their efficiengplnareas, business, etc, which affects the ecgradrthe State.

In certain situations, rape and other cognate iara their traumatic experiences follow kidnappmzgdents,
especially in cases of female victims. Becausenhefreality of thensider collaborator, most abducted victims
and their families cast mistrustful and suspicieyss on their relatives as informants, whcse are depraved
co-workers, kinsmen, citizens or neighbours. Itoatrakes people to loose confidence and trust iir the
government; being afraid of what is happening, #ngs feel un-secure and distrust in the leadershithe

society.
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 Economic Effects: The major intention of most abduction incidentghe extortion money. This intention is
achieved through psychological pressures that decthreatening the family or company of the victorpay the
ransom or loose the abducted one. These demandsdvargs in millions of Naira, of which after paymehe
company or family falls back to abject poverty;esftwith great debts from sources where the paiduaimeas
made up. TheSource Magazine in 2010 gathered a list of outstanding kidnappimgident in Nigeria.
The list Source Magazine, July 26, 2010; pp 14-20) showed that at least @3%he victims of kidnapping
incidents are of the upper class stratum of théegpor relatives of such calibre of people. Itghuecomes a
strategic punishment intended to pull down the thgabf the society. Most of these victims end upsalg their
accounts, selling off their properties, etc, inartb ensure the safety and freedom of their redathdangered in
the incident by paying the demanded ransom. Atetheé of the experience, which is likened to paitumit
the victim thanks God for their regained freedord atso sulks over the financial drought that thergé\brought
to their life, which in turn becomes psychologickldebases the victim, bringing them down to tealm of
priced-worth wherein life assurance depends onathibty to pay the ransom and at the stipulateddiam,

even though in some cases after the ransom hagbétrthe victim is killed as well.

» Social Effects: Abduction has some social effects. It causes paeitsion, feelings of insecurity and weakens
citizens’ confidence in the government and thetjpali leadership of the State. In cases of ‘hostaging’ for
reasons of revenge, punishment or sexual exploitathe social effects affect the health and nadéitee victim.
Consequently, abduction often leads to severei@ggunumerous deaths (thus decimating the popuolatiche
society and distorting the labour force), and lo§gproperties and frustrates development; as aecprence,
it affects or breaks the societal linkages. It easwsocietal unrest and therein makes it obviouwsl taitizens that

there is no social harmony in the society.

» Political Effects: Kidnapping also has political effects in the sogiét makes the government spend a lot of time
and money in crime combats; ensuring its citizehshe safety of their lives and properties. In gecurity
domain, kidnapping alters the societal leadershiprities. Instead of deploying security personteltheir
statutory functions, they are instead sent aftdndppers and often this alters the already madegeiunf the
State; compelling the State to change its focus sexlrity budget. In the international domain, ¢ares
foreigners from entering into a country or Statéhexi as tourists or investors, which has effects tiom
socio-economic growth of the society. It paints 8tate black before the international communityd aompels
citizens abroad not to attempt returning homeaefstlove their lives. This like the effects on fapeers denies the

State of its elites in Diaspora from coming dowmniecato help build their polity.
Reasons and Development of the Crime in the SouthaBtern Nigeria

Hostage-taking and kidnapping poses serious thoe#tte stability of the socio-political and econontife of
Nigeria, and as such, creates strong challengeketdNigerian community. These challenges receiypaeu from the
societal value-system and mindset on fraternity @tigenry. The value-system of the South-Eastem of Nigeria seems
to shore up the concept of respect and valuatiogualfity existence and survival, and attaches thesaoney-making,
irrespective of the modalities of its amassmensdBlaon these realities, the conceptaof ‘illustrious son’ has no ethical

standard and every form of human endeavour thahdest quick and substantial money is consideredbasness,’
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ipso facto that business is hustled outside their vicinitg.this effect, the citizens see the divulging dbrmation on their

illustrious son who is notorious in his businessiasct of community sabotage and depravity.

Another reason why the crime thrives in the SoudistErn Nigeria is because of the crime-culture &snd
metamorphoses. As a cultural abstract entity, ciime value-systems, customs and beliefs, waydepfdititudes, etc.
These form the fundamentals for criminal moralepeétus and strategies. This culture is in two perthpes: As a way of
life and as metamorphosis. As a people’s way @&f ldrime culture imitates all the aspects and featof the human
culture, and being itself a deviated generatiothefsocial systems and values of the society. Ccuiteire herein becomes
a strong determiner in the development and mutatiopeculiar crimes. The more sophisticated ancawisgd it is,
the more it metamorphoses, develops and expanda.ra@sult of this, cultural values-engendered csimften end up in
organised crimes and in the formation of operatiomabs in the crime linkage. Ugwulebo (2011:10) edbtthat
‘more often than not, organised crimes involveatit gradations of professional criminals who pag role or the other

in the enterprise to ensure its security, safety@mtinuity in business.’

This criminal culture’s metamorphosis is determitgdthe type of social and value systems operationthe
society and these societal value systems and mischaitypify and localize the crime circumstanced avents. Thus the
thriving and peculiarity of hostage-taking and lagping in the South-Eastern Nigeria is possibleabse of the prevailing
socio-economic activities in it, the topographytioé area (that the criminals themselves spend tinmirvey and study
during crime-incubation in order to master and doam over it), the pedigree and structure of insiéguand
safety-consciousness of the area, as well as theigeagents and human community’s readiness sdaoght and blitz
miscreants in their mist. The criminals study tleisty and its security agents, especially the Nég@olice Force.
The more studies for survival and continuity ofiness that criminals make from the background efeakpressed societal
mentality when ravaged, the more sophisticated addanced their crime cultural metamorphosis getsgsr.
This advancement of crime metamorphosis consequesgllts insyndicalism of the crime enterprise, which poses great

challenge to the Nigeria Police Force.

Therefore, crime peculiarities, its spate and spesadh as hostage-taking and kidnapping in theBBastern
Nigeria is primarily adverse affects that procemahf the societal value-system. Crimes and theissa@ry in tandem with
the human community’s mode of life and mindsetwiival as well as the sophistication of a valustsgn. This value
system may be of the primary society or the seagn(iafluencing cultural) community. The more a walsystem has
interconnections within the valuating standard® thore complicated proceeding crimes from the $pdiecome,

and these also pose great challenges to the Nigefiee Force.

Investigations, security reports and crime-watcteharoven that an excellent percentage of hostjag and
kidnapping incidents in the South-Eastern part adeNa were never sponsored (but are till date emed by the
criminals as hustling and “business,” and mostlgoexed by armed robbers), except in rare casesewtheir objectives
were for assassination. However, hostage-taking iankidnapping became a serious business, so lverdbr the
criminals, and its spate increased daily as amaspeat for ransoms go swiftly like wildfire rounidet component states
and their neighbouring states, and the psycholbgioaation of having made it in a short and in denpenture,

triggers others to join the business and beinggabisore criminals endear into it for quick monegking.
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Challenges in Combating Hostage-Taking and Kidnappwig in Nigeria

It is from this backdrop of the reasons mentionédve that the greater challenges of hostage-takimd

kidnapping could be x-rayed. The most obvious emales that the Police and other law enforcememciee in the

country face in combating hostage-taking and kigiragpinclude:

Lack of adequate information to the security agdmtitizens when kidnapping incidents take placevben

kidnapers have hideouts in their vicinities.

Another major horrible challenge facing the Nigdfialice Force is the failure of intelligence: Tliaability to
identify, infiltrate, recruit and gather actionaldgelligence. Operational intelligence is a neaegsondition for
accurate onslaught against abductors in Nigeria ganeral and the South-East in particular.
Nosa James-Igbinadolor remarked that ‘Intelligeme®k is serious work, it is strategic in naturequiging
long-term investment including keeping sleeper &genplace for years. This intelligence gatheigghysically,
emotionally and intellectually demanding, requirisglf-service, discipline of the mind and utmostlidation
from operational Commanders and agent handldbsily Sun; Wednesday, June 29, 2011:20). According to a
Police expert in crime onslaught strategy, Solombrase (2010: 1X), modern policing is unarguably,
intellectually-driven. This is because of the condnl factors of globalisation, technological advanest,
increasing dynamics of crime, etc., which necetsithe emergence of novel policing concepts that ai

achieving its statutory mandate within the ambftthe law.

The third major challenge is the lack of sophiggdaequipments for tracking down criminals. Thee¥ig Police
Force lacks modern trackers that aid in fast ancurate investigations in hostage-taking and kidivepp
incidents. The former Inspector-General of Poligk, Hafiz Ringim, once had this realistic confession that:
‘The Police had to contend with a number of chaknranging from inadequate logistic support andpoger’.
Thus, confronted with lack of motivation and low rale aggravated by neglect of the Force by sucoessi
governments, the Nigerian Police appears somewitapacitated in fending off onslaught of all sdrsm
high-class criminals whose sophisticated arms mistes overwhelm those carried by the Police.
(The Source Magazine; July 10, 2006:15). This leadership confessiomsimilar to the opinion of the former
Governor of Abia State, Dr Orji Uzor Kalu, who heltht such peculiar crimes as hostage-taking ashalaliping
are in the increase in (some parts of) the coupégause of the poor state of equipment that thizd>ake in
crime fighting and the protection of the citizensdatheir properties.Saturday Sun; March 24, 2012:71).
The Force is poorly equipped. Some of the ammunstim the various armouries of the Police are dattla
disused and obsolete. They cannot match the sagatted weapons wielded by the dare-devil robbees th
torment innocent citizens endlessly. These mitighteoperational capacity and image of the Nigeria Police

Force and thus become a serious challenge inghedainst organised crimes as hostage-takindidndpping.

Nigeria as a populous country lacks proper recgrdih births, deaths and migrations of its in haftaand
citizens. To this effect, the country lacks digizat and interconnected authentic identificatiordais in which
information about every citizen and inhabitant cobk assessed. This inefficiency of population rgansent

makes syndication by criminals easy and onslawgghidus for the Police.
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e The indisposition of network providers in givingganmation about their network users who use thelgghone
lines in every hostage-taking and kidnapping incid® transact the business that initiates and ressthe

payment of the ransom demanded for the releadeeofitictim.

» Porous border surveillance and control, which tesul the transportation and proliferation of sapibated arms

and ammunitions in the State that out-powers tlisse by the security agents to combat the crime.

» Insider or collaborator’s factor of some scrupulaisments in the Nigeria Police Force and otheuriyc
agencies, multinational companies, banks and bareafinance, which makes information easily acitésgor

the criminals and also makes crime investigatich taacking complicated.

e Crimes and social disorder peculiarities of an amfaa region or geographical location, are anothetr of
challenges facing the Nigeria Police in the contdatbduction in the South-Eastern Nigeria. The aatisorders
are aspects of rules of social interactions ofstigety that the ethno-methodologist and sociairablice has to
uncover immediately he resumes office after postingransfer. This becomes a challenge becausaldsethe
genetic claims of criminality as hereditary, it leswell both psychological and socio-culturaltgrdhat deeper
analyses and investigations of crime incidents ilirtheir reliance and provenance from the culturahdset,
value system, paradigm shifts, etc, of the cultaoahmunity in question, which are the componentigso$ocial

environment that nurtures inherited criminal traits
The Nigeria Police: Mitigating Abduction in the Souh-Eastern Nigeria

According to the Section 214 of the 1999, the NagePolice was set up as the only Police ForcétiiCountry.
By statutory provisions (of Section 4 of the Polket Cap. 359 LFN 1990), to it is assigned varidusies and roles the
most important of which is the protection of livexsd property, which hostage-taking and kidnappimgatens. From this
arises the duty of crime prevention, its investmatand prosecution in court. The Force has a fsogmit role to play in

checking criminal activities in the country.

This statutory provision notwithstanding has ndthgater in its realization. It is in line with ghislackness that
the Satesman Editorial oncenoted that, ‘whatever the case may be, apart frem dases of gallantry, the Police and
security agencies have responded poorly to thergeoferimes in South East, notably bank robbermas kidnappings).
Indeed, it seems as if there is no Police in thd lahereas, in most cases, these heinous actilgiggen within metres of
Police Stations. All the handicaps of the Policel axcuses in this world will not stop the next rebbor kidnap.
What will is a strategic response by the Policeew approach to policing’. It further noted thag first response from the
Police High Command was ‘to introduce those uglgdidocks to the South East, which are mere tolfgafais is the
unintelligent answer to the problem. We have hadsavhere robbers stop at such checkpoints anchonagbe officers’
that they found to be sitting ducks. TlSmtesman Editorial suggests that, ‘a more preventive approach, ineckas
undercover activities and working with all the sth&lders like the community vigilance groups, etc,identify the
hoodlums in our midst. The bad guys are actuallgyet identify especially for the trained eyes ddtattives’.
(Statesman; July 16-22, 2009:9).

Similarly, by means of combating such peculiar esnand devising solvent strategies out of the dmg-pf

hostage-taking and kidnapping in South-East Nigéhia former Inspector-General of Police, Sir MBkiro, in July 2009
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ordered the Police Chiefs in the Southeast zomectose-door meeting with the AIG Zone 9 (Umuahid)ich ended with
his ordering the Commissioners of Police of Abiao] Enugu and Anambra States to be ruthless inindealith the

situation and to devise stern measures to stemsdihg trend in kidnapping in the South East of &tig.

Based on all that has been discussed so fareititent that a Police officer posted to a new plaicassignment
(such as in the South-East) must first study tteeas@nvironment; uncover the rules of social iat#ions of the society:
How the members of the very society negotiate newias order and values. By so doing, the officedengoes a
psychological orientation, training and rehabildatthat is constantly censured by the generaltfonal ideals of the
Force. What this further entails is orientationciatly, culturally and psychologically. This wilkefp the Force in facing up
to the mounting challenges that organised crimebastage-taking and kidnapping pose to the NigBotce and to

Nigeria as a country.

The stress in these challenges therefore is onghge, construction and execution of the reg@ehniques to be
used by the Police as a social actor, in ordenttetstand and match fittingly to the challengesemfurity and order in the
given society where one is posted. Active polidsgction packed, and only real actors in the fatdin efficient delivery
and plausible results. Attainment of this activenisgossible when the Police as social actorstizgaelativised roles in
the new environment they are serving and partakirayder to create that safety-security-peace-@diéving, as well as
render their behaviour accountable and imitabletteers in the collectivist functional perspectivetlte Nigerian Police

Force.

Because crime peculiarities are ethnographic, déwahaviours that the society abhors and impoaestisns
on, tend to generate smarter methods that makerffessionalism (and specializations). The cringhalperational
strategies change speedily for reasons of enswamginuity of subsistence and operations. Like $oeial changes,
the speed of change in peculiar crimes such aadmdaking and kidnapping in the South Eastern fiéigeary from
glacial (or redundant and cold operational apprpashmercurial (unexpected reactions and changas),this varying
speed of alterations becomes as well variationlearrules of social interactions in the societyjohtthe Police as a social
actor negotiates new social order and values asasehvent modes of subsistence and survivalgieficy and fitness in

service delivery.
CONCLUSIONS

A critical reflection on the series of peculiarmés in the South-Eastern Nigeria or the Igbo Staiese the
inception of the % Republic (1999 till date), especially since 208Bows both universality of crime type and sameespat
and speed of crimes. Evidently, from the discogiséar, they are testimonies of the zeitgeist'sagam (value) shifts or
valuation of life and means of its ameliorationisTis because universal social values and valugeisywithin a race is
tantamount to objectivity in crime typology, altlgfuintercultural influences could bring some altierss based on the

sort of influences and cultural values the neighimaustates may send across.

Consequently, it is suggestive that for the Nig@&dice Force to be effective and up to the chaksrposed to it

by organised crimes in the country, which are ofteauliar to some parts of the nation, Nigeria nemsture that:

» There should be enhanced technological recordingigérian citizens (through National and Voters @ards,

driver’s licence, international passports, etc)iclttan be connected to a person’s SIM card, ytiiit accounts,
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etc. By this, kidnappers will be easily tracked dowith the collaborations of both the service pdevs and
agencies that issued the digitalised identity caiisese national agencies would provide clues albloeit
criminals’ biological data as well geographicaldton of their hideouts easily and promptly forritication,

which entails speedy crime combat.

The provision of advanced tracking technologicadggis and surveillance monitoring equipments for

investigating the whereabouts of victims and thsBailers’ hideouts.

There exists impermeable border surveillance amdral which would culminate in controlling the essive
transportation and proliferation of sophisticatesh&and ammunitions in the State, which the hoodloperate
with and therewith out-powers the security agentso wise anachronistic arms to combat criminals with

sophisticated firearms.

The State promulgates laws that would deal dedisiwvéh harbourers of thick and ancestral forestsesidential
areas that are completely covered by trees thae misibility of the houses impossible, as well aarsdonment
of buildings, rendering them uncompleted buildirgsd thus abode for criminals. These forests asdmpleted
buildings are the normal den of rubbers and hideof@itkidnappers. Once a State promulgates a lapylates
sanctions, and dictates conditions for forestslanttlings’ abandonment, kidnappers will find itfditilt to have

confident abodes.

The State promulgates a cognate law against bg#divhich rightful owners are not around, and whioh left in
the hands of caretakers who in certain cases cemiih kidnappers and convert the building leftheir custody

to hideouts for kidnappers.

These and many more will certain mitigate furthesarin the crime. No one solution should be adjudged

sufficient for preventing this crime. As Opara Aahd Nkwocha D.l. (2011:131) rightly observed, ieei prevention cuts

across the frame-work of ideology and rudimentsaxfial economic and political provisions capableadfancing life.’

This is because, it aims at reducing victimizatimmimises crime and the number of criminals.
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